
The following is a lesson on Citizenship.  It includes the 10th objective from the Alabama Course of Study 

for 7th Grade Civics.  As a class, we have covered the other objectives deemed “essential”.  We have also 

covered this objective to some extent.  Read through the first 6 pages and then there is a small “quiz” 

included.  Love you all, be safe and I’ll be in touch with you at a later date.  I’m still on the Remind App if 

you have any questions or concerns.  You can find me at @coolbama on Remind.  Class name is 

“Geography/Civics”  

Coach Kennedy 

 

 

 

 

What does citizenship mean? 

A citizen is a native or naturalized member of a state or nation who owes allegiance to its government 

and is entitled to its protection. An alien is a foreigner, one who resides in one country but was born in 

or belongs to another country and has not acquired citizenship by naturalization in the country of 

residence.  

Citizenship is the status of a person recognized under the law of a political community - i.e., nation or 

state - that bestows on that person (a citizen) the rights and the duties of citizenship. Those may include 

the right to vote, work and live in the country; the right to return to the country; the right to own real 

estate; legal protections against the country’s government; and protection through the military or 

diplomacy. A citizen also may be subject to certain duties, such as a duty to follow the country’s laws, to 

pay taxes, or to serve in the military. A person may have multiple citizenships, and a person who does 

not have citizenship of any country is said to be stateless.  

  

What does it take to be a citizen of the United States? 

A person can be or become a citizen in several ways. Usually citizenship of the place of birth is 

automatic, but in other cases an application may be required. One can become a U.S. citizen by birth, 

through “acquired citizenship,” through a process called “naturalization” or through “derivative 

citizenship.”  

Citizenship by Birth  

Citizenship is automatic to all persons born in the United States and is guaranteed in the Fourteenth 

Amendment of the United States Constitution, Section 1: “All persons born…in the United States, and 

subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they 

reside.”  

Persons born in the United States, or in one of its territories or possessions, receive U.S. citizenship at 

birth no matter what the citizenship of their parents is, including those parents who are in the United 

States illegally, so long as the child is subject to U.S. jurisdiction.  



Acquired Citizenship  

In its most common usage, the phrase “acquired citizenship” refers to citizenship by virtue of being born 

abroad to a U.S. citizen parent or parents. The child is said to “acquire” U.S. citizenship based on the 

citizenship of the parents. If one or both of a child's parents are U.S. citizens, the child automatically 

receives U.S. citizenship. If only one parent is a U.S. citizen, the child will receive dual citizenship in the 

United States and in the other parent's country.  

Acquired citizenship also can refer to persons who have been granted the status of U.S. citizen through 

the naturalization process, which is not automatically granted to the person as it is in birthright 

citizenship  

   

Citizenship by Naturalization  

Naturalization is a process by which citizenship may be granted to a person who has entered a country 

legally and has lived there for a specified period. The naturalization process can be very lengthy and 

requires extensive documentation of the foreign citizen or national. U.S. citizenship is granted after the 

applicant fulfills the requirements established by Congress in the Immigration and Nationality Act.  

 Generally, to be eligible for naturalization, a person must:  

1.  Be age 18 or older  

2.  Be a permanent resident for a certain amount of time (usually 5 years or 3 years, depending on how 

the person obtained status)  

3.  Be a person of good moral character  

4.  Have a basic knowledge of U.S. history and government  

5.  Have a period of continuous residence and physical presence in the United States  

6.  Be able to read, write and speak basic English  

A person who meets all the naturalization requirements can apply to become a naturalized U.S. citizen. 

The process includes an interview and review of the application. English skills and an understanding of 

U.S. history and government are tested. If the tests are passed during the interview, an appointment is 

set to be “sworn in” as a U.S. citizen by taking the Oath of Allegiance to the United States. Once sworn 

in, the person is a citizen of the United States.  

Because of the age requirement for eligibility to apply for naturalization, minor children of a family living 

in the United States as lawful permanent residents will not be eligible to file for naturalization with their 

parents. In many cases, these minor children do not need to request U.S. citizenship; rather, it is 

conferred when either parent naturalizes. This is considered “derivative citizenship,” as the child is said 

to “derive” citizenship from the status of the parents.  

  

 



Derivative Citizenship  

Derivative citizenship is citizenship given to children through the naturalization of parents, or to 

foreignborn children adopted by U.S. citizen parents, if certain conditions are met. Derivative citizenship 

happens automatically - neither the parent nor the child must apply - however, the legal requirements 

for derivative citizenship are very complex.  

The Child Citizenship Act of 2000 (CCA), effective February 27, 2001, is the current law that governs how 

a child may automatically derive U.S. citizenship from the naturalization of a parent or from adoption by 

a U.S. citizen parent. Under the CCA, biological or adopted children younger than 18 will automatically 

acquire U.S. citizenship when the following requirements are met:  

 1.  At least one parent is a U.S. citizen by birth or naturalization;  

2.  The child is residing in the United States in the legal and physical custody of a U.S. citizen parent; and  

3.  The child is a lawful permanent resident.  

Regardless of how one becomes a U.S. citizen, citizenship to this country involves many rights, duties 

and responsibilities.  

  

Citizenship Rights 

Being or becoming a citizen of a country entitles a person to all of the rights and privileges of the laws 

and government of that country. All citizens of the United States enjoy the basic freedoms and 

protections outlined in its founding documents: the Declaration of Independence, which set forth the 

principles and ideas of a just and fair government, and the Constitution, which outlined how this 

government would function.  

The U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights 

The body of the original Constitution outlined the form and structure of the U.S. government by defining 

the three separate branches of government (legislative, executive and judicial) to provide checks and 

balances and prevent any one branch of government to assume too much power. The framers of the 

Constitution also held to the principle of individual rights and wanted to protect citizens against abuse 

by the government and to guarantee the “inalienable (or natural) rights” of the citizens as spelled out in 

the Declaration of Independence.  

When the Constitution was ratified in 1787 many people were concerned that it did not address 

individual rights and thought that the Constitution should be amended to protect these rights. In their 

formal ratification of the Constitution, several state conventions asked for such amendments, and 

others ratified the Constitution with the understanding that the amendments would be offered. On 

December 15, 1791, ten amendments were added to the Constitution. These first ten amendments, 

known as the Bill of Rights, enumerated certain freedoms and rights not explicitly indicated in the main 

body of the Constitution:  



First Amendment - protects the citizens’ freedom to practice the religion of their choice or not practice 

any religion, freedom of speech, freedom of the press, and freedom to peaceably assemble and address 

the government.  

Second Amendment - protects the citizens’ right to own and carry guns.  

Third Amendment - protects citizens from being forced to feed and house the armed forces, both in 

peaceful times or in time of war.  

Fourth Amendment - protects citizens against unlawful or unwarranted search and seizure of their 

persons or their property.  

Fifth Amendment - gives citizens the right to have due process under the law, protects them against 

“double jeopardy” (being tried twice for the same crime), protects them against self-incrimination and 

assures that citizens’ property cannot be taken without just compensation.  

Sixth Amendment - protects the accused in criminal prosecutions by guaranteeing a speedy public trial 

by an impartial jury, the ability for defendants to confront the witnesses testifying against them and to 

obtain witnesses in their favor, and the right to legal counsel.  

Seventh Amendment - guarantees citizens the right to a jury trial in federal civil cases.  

Eighth Amendment - protects citizens against excessive bail or fines and cruel and unusual punishment 

for crimes.  

Ninth Amendment - reserves for citizens any rights not specifically mentioned in the Constitution, but 

those rights still cannot be violated.  

Tenth Amendment - reserves all powers not specifically delegated to the federal government by the 

Constitution to the states and their citizens.  

  

The protections afforded by the Bill of Rights only included white men, and it took another four 

amendments to the Constitution and 129 years for full citizenship and the right to vote to be granted to 

women and racial minorities.  

The Constitution and laws of the United States give many rights to both citizens and noncitizens. 

However, there are certain rights that are only granted to U.S. citizens, including the right to vote, to 

apply for federal employment, to run for elected office, to obtain a U.S. passport and to not be denied 

re-entry into this country. As a society based on individual freedom, all Americans have the inherent 

right to pursue “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,” as long as such pursuit does not interfere 

with the rights of others.  

  

 

 

 



Citizenship Responsibilities 

Citizenship is the state of being vested with the rights, privileges and duties of a citizen, but it can also 

be defined as the character of an individual viewed as a member of society. While U.S. citizenship 

provides many rights, it also involves many responsibilities.  

The U.S. government, as established in the Constitution, protects the rights of each individual regardless 

of background, culture or religion. Although all U.S. citizens enjoy the freedoms, protections and legal 

rights that the Constitution promises, citizens also have the responsibility, or “civic duty,” to meet 

certain societal standards and guidelines.  

Civic duties ensure that democratic values written into the Constitution and the Bill of Rights are upheld. 

Responsibilities include both those that are voluntary as well as those required by law.  

  

Mandatory Duties of U.S. Citizens 

Certain civic responsibilities considered central to the democratic philosophy of the country are required 

by law. U.S. citizens must comply with certain mandatory obligations, including:  

1.  Obeying the law. Every U.S. citizen must obey federal, state and local laws, and pay the penalties that 

can be incurred when a law is broken.  

2.  Paying taxes. All citizens must pay taxes in one form or another, including federal, state, local, Social 

Security, property and sales taxes. Each tax funds services and programs - i.e., schools, roads, police and 

fire protection, Medicare and national defense - that would be impossible to maintain without the 

support of tax payments.  

3.  Serving on a jury when summoned. Whether a citizen or not, all persons have a right to a trial by jury 

made up of a panel of their peers. Jurors are drawn by lot from the general population of citizens in a 

jurisdiction, and once randomly summoned to jury duty are required to be available to serve. A citizen 

also may be summoned or subpoenaed to serve as a witness during a trial and, if called, has the 

responsibility to appear and testify under oath regarding information pertinent to a given event.  

4.  Registering with the Selective Service. The Selective Service is a federal agency within the executive 

branch of government that exists to readily resume a draft, if necessary, to provide the number of men 

needed by the armed forces in the event of war or other national emergency. Federal law requires 

virtually all male U.S. citizens and male noncitizens who are ages 18 through 25 to register with the 

Selective Service. Men who do not register are subject to prosecution and, if convicted, may be fined up 

to $250,000 and/or serve up to five years in prison. Registration for Selective Service also is required to 

be eligible for various federal programs and benefits, including student loans, job training, federal 

employment and naturalization.  

  

 

 

 



Voluntary Responsibilities of U.S. Citizens 

Other civic responsibilities, while not mandatory, are central to democracy. U.S. citizens are encouraged 

to exercise certain responsibilities and privileges, including:  

1.  Voting. While voting is a right and privilege of citizenship, it is also a duty or responsibility. U.S. 

citizens have a responsibility to participate in their government by registering to vote and voting in 

elections. By voting, citizens have a voice in their government and help ensure that the democratic 

representative system of government is maintained.  

2.  Staying informed. Citizens have the responsibility to stay informed of the issues affecting their 

communities, as well as national and international issues, and to be active in the civic processes. This 

includes being well informed about the issues and candidates before voting in an election, getting 

involved in a political campaign or running for public office, or using their right to address the 

government through activism.  

3.  Community involvement. Citizens also should contribute to the well-being of the community by 

recognizing where help or change is needed and by getting involved through offering their knowledge 

and talents to local organizations, committees and community projects.  

4.  Practicing tolerance. With democracy comes diversity, and U.S. citizens have the responsibility to 

support and protect the rights of others and to respect the differences in opinions, religions, cultures 

and ethnic groups.  

5.  Passing it on. It is the responsibility of citizens to pass along the importance of good citizenship to 

future generations. By teaching their children how to stay informed, to get involved, to obey the law, 

and the necessity of voting, parents and mentors demonstrate how to improve society. 


